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" a new composition of the talented composer, a
symphony in four movements, in the last movement
of which a chorus of men and boys performs Viktor
Rydberg's ' Song of the Athenians/ " The work
was, of course, an entirely independent one.

The " Song of the Athenians " was the first of
the series of antique-like musical poems in which
Sibelius, in view of cognate features in his own
mentality, confirmed and developed by means of
an early awakened passion for the poets of
antiquity, was able with ingeniously simple means
to give form to the moods and the view of life that
flourished on the soil of the gods. But at the
same time it was something different.

Finland was going through the first year of
passive resistance. Bobrikoff had been Governor-
General of Finland for eight months and had during
that short space of time exposed the extent of the
large Pan-Slavonic plan of attack, of which he was
a clever and unscrupulous guardian. The Russian
General Staff had aimed an annihilating blow at
our system of conscription, the February manifest
had upset the foundations of our whole legislature.
The deputation of five hundred that was to present
the great national address was repulsed by the
Autocrat of Russia in a humiliating manner. The
fight against free speech had fiared up with fresh
vigour. Embitterment seethed among all classes of
the population. Finns and Swedes were united in
their determination to resist the Russian assault to
the uttermost. Our leading men of culture were